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FOLLOWING SENT ACTION BANGKOK FROM CHIANG MAI AUG 15 
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SUBJECT: LAMPHUN NINE RELEASED 


1 . CONSULATE FSL VISITED LAMPHUN THIS MORNING TO OBSERVE 
REACTION TO LAST NIGHT'S RELEASE OF NINE FARMERS AND 
STUDENTS PREVIOUSLY ARRESTED FOR ACTIVITIES AGAINST MAE WA 
MINING COMPANY. GROUP WAS ORDERED RELEASED AT 1900 AND 
IMMEDIATELY TAKEN TO SALA KLANG IN CHIANG MAI FOR DISPLAY 
BEFORE PROTESTERS THERE. NINE THEN SET OFF FOR BANGKOK 
FOR APPEARANCE AT THAMMASAT TODAY. GOVERNOR OF LAMPHUN 
WAS REPORTEDLY NOT INFORMED OF ACTION AND DID NOT SIGN 
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2. LAMPHUN WAS THIS MORNING FLOODED WITH LEAFLETS 
STATING MOB RULE HAS TAKEN OVER AND CITIZENS CAN NOW DO 
AS THEY PLEASE. POSTERS HAVE APPEARED AROUND TOWN 
DAMNING STUDENTS AND THE FFT AND CALLING KHUKRIT A 
"LAWLESS PREMIER." FLYERS ARE BEING PASSED OUT URGING 
ATTENDANCE AT PROTEST RALLY SCHEDULED FOR 1 1 :00 BEFORE 
GOVERNOR'S OFFICE, AND AS 10:30 ABOUT 300 HAD GATHERED 
THERE. PARTICIPANTS WERE GAMBLING OPENLY AND SELLING 
ILLEGAL LIQUOR, DEFYING POLICE TO ARREST THEM. LT. 

SOMCHAI OF PROVINCIAL POLICE TOLD CONSULATE FSL THAT 
ENTIRE POLICE FORCE IS DISGUSTED WITH KHUKRIT'S ACTION. 

AS FAR AS SOMCHAI WAS CONCERNED, CROWD AT GOVERNOR S OFFICE 
COULD TEAR EACH OTHER APART, BUT LAMPHUN POLICE WOULD 
NOT INTERVENE. SPECIAL FORCE IS REPORTEDLY BEING SENT 
FROM CHIANG MAI TO KEEP ORDER. 

STILLMAN 

UNQUOTE WHITEHOUSE 
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